
General
July brough t a w elcom e break  for th e  
project w ork e rs  w h o took  a w e e k  off to 
coincide  w ith  th e  end of th e  first 
s em e ster of h e  academ ic year. Th at gave 
th e  adm in w ork e rs  a ch ance to do som e  
m aintenance around th e  s ite  and catch  up 
w ith  various  ch ore s   Th ank  you to all our 
supporters  for h elping us  develop and 
sustain th e  s e rvice s  our program  w ork e rs  
are  able to offer local people in north ern 
Nicaragua.

H ealth
Th e program  dentist Jorge  Luis  Z eledón 
saw  12 patients  during h is  m onth ly vis it 
to Estelí's  penitentiary, w h ile Dr.Aura 
Esth e r Garm endia attended anoth er 12 
prisoners  during h e r m onth ly vis it. 
Program  coordinator Gladys  Ruiz m ade  
up th e  patients  pre scriptions  and th ey 
w ere  delivered th e  follow ing day. O ur 
h ealth  program  provide s  vital support for 
th e  under-re sourced local prison m edical 
s ervice  w h ich  w ould be  le s s  able to m e et 
prisoners ' ne eds  oth e rw is e . In addition to 
h e r w ork  in th e  local penitentiary Dr. 
Garm endia gave m edical care  to 22 oth er 
patients  in th e  little clinic attach ed to th e  
sch ool. 

Th e  program 's  dispensary w as  able to 
re stock  w ith  bas ic m edicine s  th ank s  to a 
donation from  H ope  Little of Ch icago. 
As  usual w e are  indebted to th e  Illinois -
bas ed Central Am ericna Fund for H um an 
Developm ent for th e  program 's  core  
funding. Th e  blood pre s sure  m onitoring 
program  th at started h elping project 
w ork e rs  in June is  now  h elping th e  
sch ool's  students  as  w ell as  people in th e  
barrios  and com m unitie s  w h e re  program  
corrdinator Gladys  Ruiz give s  h ealth  
w ork s h ops . In July 40 w om en 
particpated in a total of 8 w ork s h ops .

Legal Advice , 
Social Work  and 
Sk ills Training

Th e social w ork  team  continued a s e rie s  
of w ork s h ops  th ey h ave begun w ork ing 
w ith  prisoners  in th e  local penitentiary to 
study Nicaragua's  constitution. 20 
prisoners  took  part in tw o such  
w ork s h ops  in July. M aria Felix Castillo 
w as  unw ell in July follow ing an 
operation, h e r clas s e s  w ere  m aintained 
by program  coordinator Luisa Duarte  and 
Social Science  teach er Roger Coronado.

In local barrios  and rural com m unitie s , 
th e  s k ills training w ork e rs  gave  a total of 
e igh t w ork s h ops , 4 on s ew ing and 
tailoring and 4 on croch et w ork  m ak ing 
both  cloth e s  and adornm ents . Liliam  
Sosa th e  s ew ing and tailoring instructor 
gave four clas s e s  in advanced s ew ing. 
Sh e  is  teach ing th re e  students  different 
styles  of s h irts  and blous e s . Th e  ceram ics  
w ork s h op continue s  to be  s elf-sustaining. 
Program  w ork e rs  are  preparing m aterials 
to produce m oulds for Ch ristm as  Nativity 
scene s  as  w ell as  th e  Decem ber feast 

days  in h onour of th e  Virgin M ary th at 
are  an im portant annual event in 
Nicaragua.

Th e  cooperative's  law yer, Dora Arauz, 
h as  focus ed recently on as s isting 15 
prisoners , m ostly w om en, w ith out 
financial m eans  w h os e  fam ilie s  are  
unable to h elp th em . Dora is  h elping 
th e s e  prisoners  proce s s  appeals and 
adm inistrative procedure s  to enable th em  
to get parole or to s h orten th e ir s entence s . 
Dora continue s  to h elp low -incom e 
w om en in fam ily law  cas e s , m ostly to 
ensure  m aintenance paym ents  from  
abs ent fath ers . M uch  of Dora's  w ork  is  
intim ately related to th e  social w ork  
activitie s  h elping people cope w ith  th e  
w orst effects  of th e  continuing econom ic 
cris is  in Nicaragua. 

&  Superem os  

"Ch ristine  King" Cooperative
New sletter

July 2005Postal Addre s s :-Apartado Postal 201, Esteli, Nicaragua. Tel: (505) 713 7166 
E-m ail: superem o@ ch ispalinux.net

O dontologist Jorge  Z eledon treats  a  patient  in Esteli's  penitentiary 

Dora Arauz - project legal w ork e r



Wom en's  
Secondary 
Education

Th is  tim e  of year is  th e  acid te st for th e  
sch ool in term s  of attendance . W e did 
better th is  year th an in 2004 w ith  
around 240 out of m ore  th an 300 
students  w h o started th e  year staying 
th e  cours e . Attendance at over 9 0% is  
exceptionally good th is  year. Both  first 
and s econd level students  h ad exam s  
in M ath em atics , Social Science s  and 
Spanis h . Re sults w ere  m ixed w ith  th e  
follow ing pas s  rate s . 

          1st Level 2nd Level
M ath em atics   25% 44%
Social Science s 44% 83%
Spanis h    50%

All th e s e  exam s  are  centrally 
supervis ed by M inistry of Education 
specialists  from  th e  capital M anagua. 
Th e  next s e rie s  w ill be  in Novem ber. 
W e h ave found th at our students  
generally do better in th e  end of year 
exam s  s ince  th ey h ave h ad m ore  tim e  
to prepare . W e are  grateful to th e  
Ch ristine  King M em orial Trust and to 
th e  Sch ooner Foundation for funding 
sch olars h ips  for over 60 low  incom e 
w om en students . 

Th e  s econdary education rural 
outreach  program  finally started 
clas s e s  in th e  first w e e k  of July. Th ings  
h ave gone surpris ingly w ell. O ur great 
fear w as  th at th e  w om en w ould m aybe  
attend a couple of clas s e s  and th en 
rapidly lose  intere st on finding th e  h igh  
standards  dem anded of th em . In fact, 
th e  revers e  h as  h appened, th e  
participants  are  eager to put m ore  tim e  
into th e  clas s e s , e specially s ince  th ey 
learn com puter s k ills as  w ell. All th e  
participants  are  w om en com m unity 
h ealth , education and environm ental 
prom oters . Cours e  supervisor 
Esperanza Garcia de scribe s  th e  w om en 
as  exceptionally com m itted. W e are  
very grateful to th e  Central Am erican 
Fund for H um an Developm ent and 
Paulo de  Rooij for m ak ing th is  teach ing 
program  pos s ible .

Pre -sch ools
Th e pre -sch ool began th e  s econd 
s em e ster w ith  a sligh tly low er 
attendance as  a re sult of w ide spread 
viral infections  th at affected m any of 
th e  ch ildren. Attendance pick ed up 
tow ards  th e  end of th e  m onth  w ith  an 
average attendance of 32. Pre -sch ool 
staff continue  participating in training 
cours e s  given by th e  M inistry of 

Education and a local com m unity pre -
sch ool coordinating organization. 20 
parents  attended th e  m onth ly m e eting 
w ith  th e  pre -sch ool staff. Th is  w as  
low er th an usual becaus e  various  
ch ildren w ere  still aw ay s ick . At th e  
end of July w e  m et w ith  Ine s  
Klis s enbauer w h o as s ists  th e  Sinai 
com m unity pre -sch ool w h ich  w e  
support in Barrio Nuevo Am anecer in 
th e  w e st of Esteli. Togeth er w ith  
Carm an M ontnegro w h o runs  th e  pre -
sch ool de spite  m any difficultie s  w e  
agre ed as s istance for 2006. Th e  
dedication of Carm en and Ine s  ensure s  
pre -sch ool s ervice s  for betw e en 10 and 
20 ch ildren in th is  e xtrem ely poor 
barrio. 

Berth a Im elda Sanabria - director of 
s econdary education program s

Pre -sch ool staff - Belk is , Am paro. Rosa. M aria Esth e r and M aritza

UBUNTU
Our proje cts  us e  and prom ote  
fre e  s oftw are  be caus e  w e  th ink  
it is  m ore  re liable  and s e cure   as  
w ell as  m ore  appropriate  for 
e ducation and training. Ubuntu 
is  a re ce ntly de ve lope d Linux 
dis tribution de s igne d to h e lp 
pe ople  ge t s tarte d q uick ly and 
e as ily in Linux.. Th e  e xce lle nt 
CDs  and th e  pos tage  are  fre e . E-
m ail for s om e  today! De tails  at: 

w w w .ubuntulinux.org




